Teachers and students talking about the
benefits of Philosophy for Children

"Learning to think is like learning a trade or how
to drive a car. You pick some things up, but you
do better if you're trained in the procedures."

A student

"It means children beginning to figure things out for
themselves, being more aware of hidden meaning
and bias, and developing a healthy, querying
outlook on life, where decisions and actions are
based on reason.” A teacher

"Everyone is paid the respect of being listened to.

We listen and then we ask questions. The chances |

are we might end up disagreeing, but that's all
right. - You have to live with’ disagreement. There
aren't always right or wrong answers." A mzﬁm:n

"When you're studying a problem in maths, ;
sometimes you _find the procedures you follow aren't
getting you where you want to go. Philosophy
teaches you that there may be other ways to solve
the problem. You play around with it.” A student

"I can see tremendous spin-offs for reading
comprehension, literature appreciation, writing
and values clarification.” A teacher

Skills, abilities and dispositions that
Philosophy for Children helps to develop

* reading for meaning
* understanding arguments
* problem seeking
* detecting fallacies
* questioning
being consistent
making distinctions
seeing what's relevant
making connections
sticking to the point
classifying
giving reasons
* formulating criteria
* seeing broader perspectives
* exploring concepts
* using examples
' * analysing statements
* using analogies
* seeing assumptions
* constructing explanations
* drawing inferences
* exploring : m—wogm&,\om :
* predicting consequences -
* generalising from particulars
* active listening
* fair-mindedness
* verbal confidence and fluency
* being reasonable
* sharing ideas
* seeing different perspectives
*.open-mindedness
* respecting others
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